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From the Cards to the Pews

The index cards in the church pew racks are there for prayer requests and for visitors to
leave information. In the last few weeks, those cards have taken on a new purpose as well. They
are part of a "pray-gram" in "prayer-paration" for our congregation's work this fall to carry out
Calvary's Christ-given purpose (see Mathew 28:19-20).

Surveys reveal that 85-90% of folks who do not go to church know someone who does -
perhaps a relative or neighbor, co-worker or fellow student. And that 85-90% of those
unchurched folks EXPECT that that church-going acquaintance will invite them to church at
some point. AND that 85-90% of that group said that if they were ever invited they would
accept the invitation. They are interested! They are wondering why they haven't been invited by
you or me yet! They would LIKE to come!!

Later this fall, we will have a special Invite-a-Friend Sunday. The church will prepare
and give you an invitation letter you can sign and send to a friend or rewrite or not use at all.
More about that step later. For now, the job is to be praying for someone. The cards are there
for you to write down a name and then take home with you as a prayer reminder. You may have
several names. If you don't have any, then use the blank card as a reminder to ask God to lay
someone on your heart as the old song goes. Surely even a mail carrier or a clerk you see in the
store or a waitress who serves you regularly might be the one. If they say they already go to
another church, great! No harm done. In fact, it might encourage them to be more inviting! God
might lay a Christian who does not go to church on your heart. A person like that needs to be
prayed for in light of Hebrews 10:24-25 and Jesus' own prayer in John 17:20-23.

So begin the "prayer-paration" now - praying first for yourself, that the Holy Spirit
would stir up in you the mind and heart of Christ who came to seek and save the lost. Praying
and working together in that mind- and heart-set, may we see names appear on the cards, and
then names on the cards become new people in the pews - and new people in the pews become
new disciples of Jesus.

Shalom,



September

CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH

B - Birthday

A - Anniversary

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
EACH SUNDAY: EACH MONDAY: EACH WEDNESDAY: EACH THURSDAY: EACH SATURDAY:
9:00 am — Kids & Adults Pastor’s Day Off 5-7 pm — AWANA Sparks 10 am-noon — Open 9 AM - Evangelism Team
light breakfast and T & T Clubs Sanctuary & Library Prayer Meeting
9:25 am - Kids Club and 7 pm - Bible Study and 7 pm — Choir Rehearsal 8 AM-12:30 PM - CLI
Adult Class Prayer
10:40 am — Worship Service
1 2 3 4 5
9-11:30 a.m. - 7:00 p.m. — Family
Mother’s Morning Games Night
Out
B — Wanda Hoff
B — Dale Lundy B — Duane Yeagle
6 Communion Service | 7 Labor Day 8 9 10 11 12
7:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. — Choir Church Life-Cycle
Fellowship Luncheon Prayer Meeting rehearsal resumes Workshop at Milton
(pot luck) following followed by Special
worship service Congregational Mtg.
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
7:00 p.m. — Church 9-11:30 a.m. — 9a.m. - ABW
Council Meeting Mother’s Morning Breakfast at Skyview
Out Restaurant (airport)
B — Rev. Peter Wilson B - Jim Lewis
20 ABW Sunday |21 22 Fall Equinox 23 24 25 26
BROWN BAG SUN.
Bring a bag lunch and
fellowship after the B — George Brown B - Isaiah Dance B - P. J. Winner Family Camp
worship service. B — Ruth Shaner
27 “Catch up” Offer. | 28 29 30

9:30 a.m. - SUNDAY
SCHOOL RALLY
DAY - Breakfast for
all ages

Family Camp
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COUNCIL NOTES
By Jim Lewis

The Calvary Baptist Church council met on August 18, 2009. These are the highlights
of that meeting. As of the end of July, the church was $8,346.76 in the red. Church Leader-
ship Institute (CLI) begins on August 29" with an orientation meeting. Anyone interested in
attending or wanting information about CLI classes should contact Pastor Pete. The vacation
Bible School (VBS) program this year was a lively success. Though only around 15 children
attended, they had a great time with innovative props, Bible stories, fun games, the Chadder
Chipmunk mystery series and other fun activities. Adult participants also had a fun time.
Children’s Sunday school classes are becoming active. If you have or know of any children
who would like to participate, bring them in! They meet between 9:00 and 9:30 AM Sunday
morning. Pastor Pete is working on a sermon on the functions of the church for the near
future, which should be interesting. The World Mission Offering will be taken up in
September. Please give generously. The missions committee is meeting with a representative
from Family Promises, a program to offer temporary (one week at a time) housing for
homeless families. The Church Council is considering participating in this program which
would bring a family into our church for temporary housing for two one-week supervised
intervals per year (minimum). Saturday morning prayer meetings continue. If you would
like to participate, or have a prayer need, contact Pastor Pete. Members will soon be
circulating through the surrounding neighborhoods, passing out door hangers to publicize our
AWANA program. If you would like to help with this effort (or with AWANA) contact
Duane Yeagle. The AWANA program will kick off this year in early September. Three
positions will be coming open at the end of the year with two people cycling off the council,
joining Jack Hopkins who resigned due to health reasons earlier this year. If you are
approached about being nominated for a council seat, we hope you will prayerfully consider
before making a decision. We got a very good price from M & M Paving to complete the
paving project on the parsonage drive/street where the plumbing project occurred last year.
While we have made a down payment, the project has not yet been completed. Due to a
generous donation from one individual, we now have enough (hopefully) to insulate the
sanctuary ceiling. The property committee is looking into getting this project moving. There
will be an ABW women’s breakfast here on September 19", September 20" will be ABW
Women’s Sunday. Anyone interested in participating in this project should contact Sue
Green. At the congregational business meeting on July 22", a motion was made and passed
to make a change to how an entry is made on the monthly treasurer’s report. After due
consideration and consultation with an expert CPA, it has been determined that this change
was improper. Accordingly, there will be a special congregational business meeting on
September 9™ at 7:00 P.M.to discuss and rectify this problem. The council hopes all members
of the congregation will plan to attend. We have changed our church insurance policy from
State Farm to Church Mutual. We now have better coverage at a lower price. Jim Lewis will
be the counter for September. Darlene Nixon will be greeter for September. Jim and Vicki
Lewis will manage the fellowship meal for September, which will be on the 6™. The next
council meeting will be September 15™.



TIME FOR THE NEWS...

A follow-up congregational business meeting has been called for 7:00 p.m. on
September 9th in order to resolve some issues remaining from the July 22nd meeting.
The Church Council needs your input, so please plan to attend.

The American Baptist Women of Calvary will be too busy to lament the end of
summer as they approach the first day of autumn. On Saturday, September 19, at 9:00
a.m., they will meet for breakfast at the Skyview Restaurant at the Montoursville
airport. The next day, September 20, they will be conducting the Sunday worship
service at 10:40 a.m. They can then relax with the rest of the congregation at the
monthly Brown Bag luncheon in Fellowship Hall.

Sunday School Rally Day will be held on September 27. This traditional activity
was originally designed to get folks back into the “swing” of Sunday School after
summer activities are over. Well, the Christian Education Committee is reviving the
tradition in the hope that you will want to come to one of Calvary’s Sunday School
opportunities. You heard Robin Turney’s testimony last Sunday about how she
learned the application of biblical principles to her everyday life as she attended
Sunday School with a kind neighbor. It's where the ACTION is! Every member who is
not in a Sunday School class has been added to a prayer list. Can you sense that God
is moving you to attend? We hope so! Come to the Rally Day program—it includes
free breakfast and an overview of all Sunday morning opportunities. Give it a try! We
need you!
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If you have any news, updates, articles of interest, or upcoming events that you would like
others to know about, please get this information to Helen Yoas by Friday, Sept. 25, 2009
for the October issue of the Calvary Baptist Courier.

PLEASE NOTE: In an effort to cut expenses, the Church Council has decided to change
the way we send our newsletters. Previously, the church paid an annual "Bulk Mail" fee of
$150 plus approximately $35 for each mailing. We are now handing out the newsletter to
those attending the worship service and mailing only to those unable to attend. If you’d
prefer to receive the newsletter by email, please email CalvaryCourier@gmail.com with
“subscribe” in the subject line.

2009 Church Council: Shirley Beyer, Sue Green, Jim Lewis, Vicki Lewis (Chair), Sarah
Reid, Wanda Reid, Kathy Temple, Deb Titus, Emily Turney, Pastor Peter Wilson (ex
officio member), Duane Yeagle, Helen Yoas
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