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WHERE IS MY HEART?

People who weren’t raised in a church (and some who were) are usually not
familiar with the word “tithing.” Many church people know the word but think it is just a
church-y term for what most organizations call “making a donation.” It isn’t.

“Tithe” is the Old English word for “one-tenth” and, unlike a donation, Biblical
tithing is more about the need of the giver than the need of the recipient. In fact, the
recipient of Biblical tithing (tenthing) is really God, who does not need any of our
donations. Tithing (tenthing) your income to God’s work is really about where your
heart is. Our hearts are deceitful (literally “slippery” - Jeremiah 17:9) - they can tell us
we truly trust God to take care of us and that the things were are most concerned
about are His kingdom’s work and values. We can test our hearts by reading our
checking account reports and credit card statements on the one hand and how we
respond to the challenge of tithing on the other. As Jesus said, "Where your treasure
is, there you'll find where your heart truly is”. (Luke 12:34)

Our salvation is in Christ, but the faithfulness and fruitfulness of our own lives
depends on how we direct our time, talents and treasures. The most measurable of
those is our treasure and when God set up the tithe He wasn’t saying, “Just give what
you feel like.” 10% is small enough to be manageable if we sacrifice a little. It is large
enough to stretch us and test our hearts. That stretching is also exercising: tenthing
helps our faith become stronger. And it also begins to redirect our hearts—as we invest
more in God’s things, our hearts begin to value and love them more.

If you’re giving less than 10% back to the Lord | hope you will begin to increase
your percentage. Once you arrive at that 10% figure, | believe that what God promises
(Malachi 3:6-12) and I've seen time and again will take place—that you will enter a
whole new depth of experiencing God and of the fruitfulness and faithfulness that our
redeemed and reborn hearts are longing for.

Shalom,
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Council Notes
by Jim Lewis

The Calvary Baptist Church council met on August 10, 2010. These are the highlights of that
meeting. Our deficit continues to climb. As of the end of July, our deficit was $4,424.86.
Donations remain low. Our giving is not meeting our expenses. If you are not tithing, you
should consider it. Pastor Pete will be on vacation from August 27" to September 2™, Doreen
Slaybaugh has become a member of our congregation by letter from Central Baptist Church.
The right hand of fellowship was extended on August 15™. Duane Yeagle and Dan Yoas are
practicing to perform a duet during services this month. Pastor Pete has asked that we pray for
the Tausch’s: the missionary couple we met recently who will be going to Turkey soon, and for
the people in the neighborhoods around the church. Pastor Pete suggested our members call,
send a card, or visit with our homebound members and/or those who are hospitalized or who
have recently suffered a loss. Larry Green, chair of the property committee, has been busy
lately. We have acquired a heater for the baptismal pool and now only need to have it
connected. Have you noticed the cracks over the stained glass window on the Washington
Boulevard side of the sanctuary? We have a contractor coming in to effect repairs soon. Larry
is looking into the cost of insulating the ceiling in the lounge. If you are not aware of it, a water
line recently broke in the boiler room and flooded out the boiler. That is why the hot water taps
in the bathrooms don’t currently work. The damage (less deductible) will be paid by our
insurance. The projector system for the sanctuary has been ordered and should be installed in
the near future. The funds to pay for this have been set aside over the last year or so. We are
looking into a way to amplify sound in the Fellowship Hall when we hold services in there
during the wintertime. M & M Paving will be resealing and striping the church parking lot in
the near future. There will be a American Baptist Women’s breakfast on September 18™ at 9:00
A.M. at the Hepburn Diner. All ladies of the church are invited to attend. Mother’s Morning
Out will start back up again on September 1*. Sue is looking for volunteers to assist with this
program. The church picnic is scheduled for August 21% at the Cherry Street high-rise at 4:00
P.M. Bring a dish to pass. Helen Yoas is always looking for articles for the newsletter. If you
would like to submit a 25-item report on yourself (or interview someone else for this purpose),
that is encouraged. If you have a favorite recipe you would like to share or if you have another
idea for an appropriate article, send it in. The counter for September will be Shirley Beyer; the
greeter will be Sandy Snyder. Jim and Vicki Lewis will manage the fellowship meal for
September. If you have something that needs to be brought up at Council, pass it on to one of
the council members. Ken Bower will pray for the cup, and Kathy Temple for the bread at our
next communion service. The next council meeting will be September 21%.



WOW!

| can barely describe to you the almost flawless VBS we experienced this year.
The theme was Joseph in Egypt: from Prison to Palace. The adults had just as much
fun as (if not more than) the kids! It almost seemed like everyone knew what they were
doing. Boy, if you were praying for us during Vacation Bible School, THANK YOU!
Your prayers really made the difference. Some of us really needed them, like David
Lantz, who had to pinch-hit as Joseph, the star of the story. What a great job he did!
Everyone did such a fantastic job and the program ran so smoothly; | wish you all
could have been there to see it! Well, maybe next year. Next year will be another
year—a chance for you to get involved and then you will see, like me, what a blessing
it is to work for our Great King. If you are not able, well, your prayers are very powerful.

For most nights we had more than 20 children. We joined forces with Agape
Fellowship, so we had four extra helpers plus 7 to 10 of their children.

| bet most of the VBS workers and children are still singing those songs in their
heads. And, who could forget Geezer?

We had four “Families” (teaching groups), each with an Egyptian town name
and a challenging task to fulfill by Friday: they had to come up with a cheer for their
“Family”. And the winners were: all of them! They all came up with something great
and displayed those cheers very creatively. Oh, how fun it was to watch them! | can
still see them all.

Well, | certainly hope the children are having those same visions and memories
from this year’s VBS. Let’s shower their lives with our prayers, that they will remember
the things they learned and that they would desire to want to know and learn MORE!

Duane Yeagle, 2010 VBS Director




Looking Ahead...

The American Baptist Women Fall Breakfast will be held at the Hepburn Diner (459 Hepburn St.) on Saturday,
Sept. 18, at 9 a.m. All women are invited and are asked to bring a friend. You will be called in order to give the

restaurant an idea of the space needed. If you don’t receive a call and wish to attend, call Sue Green at 546-7577 by
Wednesday, Sept. 15.

Mothers’ Morning Out will resume on September 1. This is your opportunity to have fun with some children by
joining Sue Green at 9 to 11:30 a.m. on a 1* or 3™ Wednesday of the month, to watch and play with these little
ones. If you are interested in helping her from time to time, please call or see Sue. She’ll be waiting for your
response. We will take our General Expense offering and if your Love Gift boxes need emptying, please bring them
also.

AWANA will resume on Sept. 8 from 5-7 p.m.
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Here are a few excerpts from a cookbook published by the “Woman’s Missionary Society of the Calvary Baptist Church,
Corner Packer and Washington streets, Williamsport, PA., 1924-1925.” Our thanks to CityChurch, where a copy was recently
discovered, and Donna Camp, who returned it to Calvary.

How to be a good church member

Take one full measure of regeneration and mix with this a heaping bowlful of personal
consecration, well seasoned with love and loyalty, and mix them into the mind and heart of a healthy,
sensible personality. To these should be added a daily measure of Bible reading and prayer, regular weekly
attendance upon Sunday School and Church services and a resolution to do good every day in the name of
Jesus. Pass these through the sieve of divine testing and then stir all together in the melting pot of active
service. Put these on the fire of divine love and keep them there until they become a perfect piece of divine
character in Christ Jesus. — M. E. Dodd, D.D.

How to make a good Sunday school scholar

To turn out a fine specimen of Sunday School Scholar, place the raw material, when young, in the
Cradle Roll. Let it rise through the successive stages of Beginners teaching, on through Primary, Junior,
Intermediate and Senior work. Leaven with the eternal truths encountered in these courses, with habits of
punctuality and persistency cultivated till the scholar has reached a stage where he feels out of place if not
in the Sunday School on Sunday morning. No good scholar is cracked, crusty, sad or hard boiled. —A. M.
Leary.

And here’s a recipe from Candy Clark to help us make the transition from summer picnics to fall supper tables.

Fruit Cocktail Pudding

1 large can vanilla pudding

1 large container Cool Whip

1 large can fruit cocktail

1 bag marshmallows (colored ones look best)

Mix pudding and Cool Whip thoroughly, then add fruit cocktail with a little juice. Mix well. Then add half
a bag of marshmallows, mix through, and add the rest of the marshmallows on top. Chill.



Hebrews 13:2—"Do not forget to entertain strangers, for by so doing some
people have entertained angels without knowing it.”

Hospitality is the attitude and practice of providing the atmosphere and opportunities, however
risky, in which strangers are free to become friends, thereby feeling accepted, included, and
loved. The relationship eventually opens up the opportunities for communion among the host,
the stranger and God. Hospitality in the church is so much more than the coffee hour before
Sunday school or a dinner after church. It is so much more than our ushers shaking hands and
handing visitors a service bulletin. It is so much than greeting each other during the service or at
the minister’s suggestion.

Hospitality begins outside the church, in the parking lot, at the door, and it lasts so much longer
than a five-second handshake. If you want to widen the welcome of your church, you must
practice the Biblical art of hospitality. Hospitality in itself is not a church growth strategy, but if
your church practices it, your church will grow. When church members start becoming excited
about hospitality, others will want to be a part of it.

Here are some thoughts you might want to ponder about our church and its hospitality:

1. Have greeters in your parking lot to assist visitors/members to the entrance.
Is the entrance to your church easy to determine for guests?

3. Once inside, is it easy or difficult to find the sanctuary, the nursery, children's and youth’s
department? Post greeters who are able to give directions.

4. Is your church handicapped accessible and is that entrance well defined?

5. Take the five minute challenge. After the service ends, greet the guests. Then spend five
minutes talking with them, gathering information (if the guest is comfortable with this.))
and sharing invitations to other events/services of the church. You might answer any
questions they have about the church, then introduce them to other church members, all the
while building relationships.

6. Host a visitors’ reception following worship.

7. Train your ushers to be more efficient as a greeter. If they don’t recognize a person as a
member, have them introduce themselves and show the guest to a seat where they would be
comfortable, maybe near a member who is gifted to begin conversation with them.

8. If you regularly go out for dinner after church, invite the guest to go with you.

Hospitality is not optional. The Scripture tells us that we are to practice hospitality , not only in
our homes, but also in our churches. Both the old and new testament regard hospitality as an
obligation. The bible does not question the worthiness of the stranger, but rather the faithfulness
of the one from whom hospitality is needed.

Are you welcoming strangers in your congregation ?

Borrowed from a quarterly newsletter of the American Baptist Women'’s Ministry of
Pennsylvania and Delaware, and submitted by Sue Green.



September 8, 2010 T
4:45 to 7:00 P.M.

Here we Goooooo again, with another fun filled year of Awana at Calvary Baptist Church
on the corner of Washington Blvd. and Packer St, Williamsport!

Our new club year begins September 8" and continues every Wednesday until the end of
April.

If you’ve never been to Calvary’s Awana before, I will give you a little rundown of what
takes place: From 4:45 to 5:00 Club doors open for pre-club activities. Club promptly
begins at 5:00 with opening ceremony. From 5:10 till 5:45 is handbook time. This is where
you will memorize scripture and work through an exciting, but challenging handbook.
From 5:50 till 6:10 you’ll eat Mr. Scott’s and Pastor Pete’s delicious food. Then from 6:15 to
6:40 is lesson time. And best of all, from 6:40 to 7:00 is GAME time!

Awana has been at Calvary Baptist Church since 2004. All leaders of our Awana program
are trained, certified and have their child clearance certificates.

If you have other questions about our Awana program at Calvary, please call the church
office at 322-7256.




1869-2010
Calvary Baptist Church
42 Washington Blvd.
Williamsport, PA 17701
570-322-7256

1869-2010
http://www.calvarywilliamsport.com

If you have any news, updates, articles of interest, or upcoming events that you would like
others to know about, please submit this information to Helen Yoas for the October 2010
issue of the Calvary Baptist Courier by September 24 (publication date September 26).

PLEASE NOTE: In an effort to cut expenses, the Church Council has decided to change
the way we send our newsletters. Previously, the church paid an annual "Bulk Mail" fee of
$150 plus approximately $35 for each mailing. We are now handing out the newsletter to
those attending the worship service and mailing only to those unable to attend. If you’d
prefer to receive the newsletter by email, please email CalvaryCourier@gmail.com
with “subscribe” in the subject line.

2010 Church Council: Shirley Beyer, Ken Bower, Donna Camp, Larry Green, Jim
Lewis, Vicki Lewis (Chair), Ben Mazzullo, Kathy Temple, Deb Titus, Emily Turney,
Pastor Peter Wilson (ex officio member), Duane Yeagle
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CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH

B - Birthday

EACH WEDNESDAY::
5-7 pm — AWANA Sparks
and T & T Clubs

7 pm - Bible Study and

EACH THURSDAY:

10 am-noon — Open
Sanctuary & Library

7 pm — Choir Rehearsal

EACH SATURDAY:

9 AM - Evangelism Team
Prayer Meeting

8 AM-12:30 PM - CLI

Sun Mon Tue Wed Prayer Thu Fri Sat
EACH SUNDAY: EACH MONDAY: L 2 3 . 4
9:30 am —Kids Club, Collegé  Pastor’s Day Off PASTOR RETURNS 7:00 p.m. — Family
Class and Adult Class 9-11:30 a.m. — Games Night
10:40 am — Worship Service Mother’s Morning
Out resumes
B — Duane Yeagle
B — Dale Lundy
5 6 LABOR DAY 7 8 9 10 11
Communion Service 5-7 p.m. — AWANA 7:00 p.m. — Choir
resumes Rehearsal resumes
Fellowship Luncheon
(pot luck) following
the worship service
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
9-11:30 a.m. — 9:00 a.m. — ABW
Mother’s Morning Breakfast at the
Out Hepburn Diner
B — Pastor Wilson B — Jim Lewis
19 20 21 22 FALL 23 24 25
BROWN BAG SUN. 7:00 p.m. — Church EQUINOX
Bring a bag lunch and Council Meeting
stay after church.
B — George Brown B — Isaiah Dance B — Katherine B —P. J. Winner
B — Ruth Shaner Robinson
26 27 28 29 30

“catch up” offering

6:00 p.m. — Music
Club will meet here

2010
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